The recent alarming outbreak of small-pox in the metropolis, it is to be hoped will lead to some more efficient legislative arrangements being made to secure trustworthy vaccination. There can be no doubt that the frequently recurring outbreaks of small-pox to which this country is subjected, are entirely due to the scandalously imperfect character of the provisions for public vaccination. The inquiries into this subject instituted at the instance of the Medical Officer of the Privy Council, and published in his third and fourth annual reports, demonstrate this fact. As an illustration of the imperfect system of public vaccination now in vogue in this country, it may be mentioned that of 694 districts inspected, only 64 were found where the public vaccinator professed to follow regularly the plan of vaccination prescribed by his contract. The whole system of public vaccination requires to be revised and removed from the baneful control of parish authorities.
